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or Cantbce Stuart 
EASY STEPS HELP DETER BURGLARS DURING HOLIDAYS 
DAYTON, Ohio-- With the holiday season approaching, many families are already 
planning a Christmas excursion or gearing up for the holidays in other ways. But it is 
important to remember to protect your home and belongings to ensure a safe and happy 
holiday, says Larry Dickey, a crime safety expert and chief of investigations for the 
University of Dayton's public safety office. 
Dickey makes these suggestions: 
• Have someone take care of house pets, plants and other things that need to be tended 
to. If it snows, ask a friend or neighbor to drive in and out of your driveway and walk on or 
shovel your sidewalk. Dickey says, "This makes your house look lived in as well as 
providing service benefits." 
• Put timers on your lights and radios to create the illusion of someone being home. 
• Stop the newspaper or mail delivery and keep your blinds and curtains closed when 
you.Jeave town. 
• Have a neighborhood watch. Be aware of what is going on in the neighborhood. If 
you see any suspicious vehicles or people, don't be afraid to report them. "The quicker the 
police know what they are dealing with, the better the chance to catch them," Dickey says. 
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• Do not put a message on your answering machine saying, "Hello, we're on vacation 
' 
this week." That is inviting a burglary. 
• Keep a dog bowl in front of the house. "If criminals see a dog bowl, they'll go 
someplace else," Dickey says. "Regardless if the dog is vicious or not, they will not want a 
dog barking to draw attention to themselves." 
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For interviews, call Larry Dickey at (513) 229-2121. For more information, call Candace 
Stuart at (513) 229-3257. 
